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Firefighters prepare to pour water onto a south side section of the Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion
building at about 5 a.m. Friday. (Sun Times photo)

Flames and smoke rise from the Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion building during a fire early Friday
morning.(The Sun Times)

Flames emerge from the north side of the Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion building Friday
morning.(Sun Times photo)

Firefighters prepare to pour water onto a south side section of the Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion
building at about 5 a.m. Friday.(Sun Times photo)

Firefighters were battling a large, stubborn blaze early this morning at the Hepworth Shallow Lake
Legion building in Hepworth, which is also home to the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame.
Damage appeared extensive and the building may be unsalvageable. Information about the cause and
degree of damage was not immediately available as firefighters continued to fight the fire.
Firefighters from area departments used tanker trucks to haul water to the scene in temperatures in the
-20 C range.
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Hepworth fire Firefighters prepare to pour water onto a south side section of the Hepworth
Shallow Lake Legion building at about 5 a.m. Friday. It appeared the building, which was also
home to the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame, could not be saved. Further details were not
available at press time. (Postmedia photo) jpg, WI

The Hepworth Shallow Lake Royal Canadian Legion Branch 586 in Hepworth has been completely
destroyed by an early morning fire.
Branch President Karie Cole said just before 10 a.m. on Friday that the building had been completely
destroyed by the blaze. She said she was at the scene at 5 a.m. and the building was fully engulfed.
“It is devastating,” Cole said. “The sad part is all the veterans’ medals and pictures, all the pictures of
the past presidents.
“It is all the old war vintage we had. That is the worst part of it.”
Cole said it isn’t expected that any of those items can be salvaged.
“All the metal will be on top of it,” she said. “I don’t think we would even be able to get it with a metal
detector. It is a sad, sad day.”
Cole said she received a call at 5 a.m. and headed to the scene. She said when she left at 7 a.m. it was
fully engulfed. She was planning to head back to talk further with fire officials.
She said the large building, with a hall that could host large events of 500 people or more, was a complete
writeoff.
Cole said the legion had been shut down of late due to the current COVID-19 restrictions that are in place
and they were looking forward to welcoming people back in again. Now, she said she is unsure of what the
future holds.
They were working on informing the membership of the news, which she figured most were aware of
the situation through the various news sources and social media postings about the fire.

“We are just letting everybody know,” she said.
The legion was also home to the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame and contained artifacts related to the
local music scene.
Arnie Clark, who founded the hall of fame along with former MPP Bill Murdoch back in 2015, said they
were both saddened by the loss of both the legion and the artifacts it contained.
“It is tough. The Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion has been a hallmark of music for many, many years,
starting back in the late 60s when it was a country music auditorium,” Clark said Friday morning after
returning from the scene. “We had a lot of memorabilia in there and I think it is pretty much destroyed.”
According to a history on the legion’s website, the current building was purchased in the 1960s after it
became available for purchase. It had served as a dance pavilion with a Western theme, according to the
website.
Clark said he had been in touch with Murdoch, who is in Florida, and he took the news hard.
“It is a very difficult day,” said Clark. “I was just getting fired up because we had just set a date of June
26 for the next round of nominations.”
Clark said items in the hall included a practice guitar that belonged to local music legend Alfie Fromager
and a fiddle donated by Harry Parker’s family. There is also a collection of memorabilia associated with
Nashville country music artists who came to Hepworth to play in the past, along with posters, photographs
and other items detailing the history of music in the area.
“We are probably looking at $100,000 loss for the hall of fame,” said Clark, who planned to return to
Hepworth later on Friday to meet with some of the legion executive.

The Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion in Hepworth, which was destroyed by fire on Friday, January
21, 2022. Photo by Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion photo
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Hepworth fire Firefighters prepare to pour water onto a south side section of the Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion building
at about 5 a.m. Friday. It appeared the building, which was also home to the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame, could not
be saved. Further details were not available at press time. (Postmedia photo)
The Hepworth Shallow Lake Royal Canadian Legion Branch 586 in Hepworth has been completely

destroyed by an early morning fire.
Branch President Karie Cole said just before 10 a.m. on Friday that the building had been completely
destroyed by the blaze. She said she was at the scene at 5 a.m. and the building was fully engulfed.
“It is devastating,” Cole said. “The sad part is all the veterans’ medals and pictures, all the pictures of
the past presidents.
“It is all the old war vintage we had. That is the worst part of it.”
Cole said it isn’t expected that any of those items can be salvaged.
“All the metal will be on top of it,” she said. “I don’t think we would even be able to get it with a metal
detector. It is a sad, sad day.”
Cole said she received a call at 5 a.m. and headed to the scene. She said when she left at 7 a.m. it was
fully engulfed. She was planning to head back to talk further with fire officials.
She said the large building, with a hall that could host large events of 500 people or more, was a complete
writeoff.
Cole said the legion had been shut down of late due to the current COVID-19 restrictions that are in place
and they were looking forward to welcoming people back in again. Now, she said she is unsure of what the
future holds.
They were working on informing the membership of the news, which she figured most were aware of
the situation through the various news sources and social media postings about the fire.
“We are just letting everybody know,” she said.
The legion was also home to the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame and contained artifacts related to the
local music scene.
Arnie Clark, who founded the hall of fame along with former MPP Bill Murdoch back in 2015, said they
were both saddened by the loss of both the legion and the artifacts it contained.
“It is tough. The Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion has been a hallmark of music for many, many years,
starting back in the late 60s when it was a country music auditorium,” Clark said Friday morning after
returning from the scene. “We had a lot of memorabilia in there and I think it is pretty much destroyed.”
According to a history on the legion’s website, the current building was purchased in the 1960s after it
became available for purchase. It had served as a dance pavilion with a Western theme, according to the
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Clark said he had been in touch with Murdoch, who is in Florida, and he took the news hard.
“It is a very difficult day,” said Clark. “I was just getting fired up because we had just set a date of June
26 for the next round of nominations.”
Clark said items in the hall included a practice guitar that belonged to local music legend Alfie Fromager
and a fiddle donated by Harry Parker’s family. There is also a collection of memorabilia associated with
Nashville country music artists who came to Hepworth to play in the past, along with posters, photographs
and other items detailing the history of music in the area.
“We are probably looking at $100,000 loss for the hall of fame,” said Clark, who planned to return to
Hepworth later on Friday to meet with some of the legion executive.
The legion in Hepworth was chosen as the location of the hall of fame because of its rich history as part
of the local music scene.
“Many, many Nashville stars came to Hepworth and we thought that was an appropriate place for a hall
of fame,” Clark said. “We wanted to recognize, entertainers, entertainment builders and individuals like

Alfie Fromager, so we picked the Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion auditorium.”
Clark said it is too early to tell what officials will do about the hall.
“We spent so much time and effort on it, and whether we want to sort of duplicate that all over again we
will have to talk about it,” said Clark. “We don’t know the future of the legion out there as well, and
whether we would choose to revive the hall of fame at some other location. It is too early to decide on that.”
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Hepworth fire firefighters prepared to pour water onto a south side section of the Hepworth
Shallow Lake Legion building at about 5 a.m. Friday. The building, which was also home to the
Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame.[Postmedia photo] jpg, WI

Branch President Karie Cole said just before 10 a.m. on Friday that the building had been completely
destroyed by the blaze. She said she was at the scene at 5 a.m. and the building was fully engulfed.
“It is devastating,” Cole said. “The sad part is all the veterans’ medals and pictures, all the pictures of
the past presidents.
“It is all the old war vintage we had. That is the worst part of it.”
Cole said it isn’t expected that any of those items can be salvaged.
“All the metal will be on top of it,” she said. “I don’t think we would even be able to get it with a metal
detector. It is a sad, sad day.”
Cole said she received a call at 5 a.m. and headed to the scene. She said when she left at 7 a.m. it was
fully engulfed. She was planning to head back to talk further with fire officials.
She said the large building, with a hall that could host large events of 500 people or more, was “a
complete write-off.”
Cole said the legion had been shut down of late due to the current COVID-19 restrictions that are in place
and they were looking forward to welcoming people back in again. Now, she said she is unsure of what the

future holds.
They were working on informing the membership of the news, which she figured most were aware of
the situation through the various news sources and social media postings about the fire.
“We are just letting everybody know,” she said.
The legion was also home to the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame and contained artifacts related to the
local music scene.
Arnie Clark, who founded the hall of fame along with former MPP Bill Murdoch in 2015, said they were
both saddened by the loss of both the legion and the artifacts it contained.
“It is tough. The Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion has been a hallmark of music for many, many years,
starting back in the late 60s when it was a country music auditorium,” Clark said Friday morning after
returning from the scene. “We had a lot of memorabilia in there and I think it is pretty much destroyed.”
According to a history on the legion’s website, the current building was purchased in the 1960s after it
became available for purchase. It had served as a dance pavilion with a Western theme, according to the
website.
Clark said he had been in touch with Murdoch, who is in Florida, and he took the news hard.
Fire destroys Hepworth Legion
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There isn't much left of the Hepworth Legion after fire crews battled a blaze as well as frigidly cold
temperatures early Friday morning.
Witnesses tell our newsroom they heard the sirens around 4 a.m. while the orange glow in the sky could
be seen for miles.
A number of fire stations responded and assisted with shuttling water from nearby Shallow Lake.
The destruction of this iconic local gathering spot is big blow to the small community with many
recalling family functions and big name performers over the years including Stompin' Tom.
It was also the home of the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame some called Nashville North.
As this point we have no word on cause.
Legion In Hepworth Completely Destroyed By Fire
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The legion in Hepworth has been completely destroyed by fire.
South Bruce Peninsula Fire Chief and Manager of Emergency Services Tim Wilson says Grey Bruce OPP
were the first to respond to the blaze on Legion Road at about 4 this morning. The legion is also the
Hepworth Country Music Auditorium and houses the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame.
Wilson says about 34 firefighters attended from the South Bruce Peninsula Fire Department,
Arran-Elderslie firefighters from the Tara department, and Inter Township firefighters from Georgian Bluffs.
Wilson says there were about 14 trucks on the scene, two of which were pickups, the rest were various fire
trucks.
In the freezing temperatures, water couldn’t be drawn from ditches and Hepworth doesn’t have fire
hydrants, so Wilson says tankers filled up in Wiarton, Shallow Lake and Sauble Beach.
As of 12 p.m. Friday, Wilson says the blaze was mostly out, with some firefighters remaining on scene
to extinguish things that were still smoldering. The OPP are securing the scene. There were no injuries.
Wilson says Grey County and Bruce County paramedics were on scene to support firefighters, keeping them
warm and hydrated in the cold weather.
He estimates the damage to be around $2 million. “We had to tear down the front section for safety

reasons…and to get at some of the hot spots with an excavator. The front portion of the building has been
removed. The main roof of the building is collapsed upon itself inside. It is a total loss, but for the most part,
the shell remains,” says Wilson.
Grey Bruce OPP say in an email, the cause of the fire is not considered suspicious.
Legion President Karie Cole says, “It is very shocking news, very devastating. A sad, sad, day.” Cole
says she was called at 5 a.m. by a police officer who was at the scene. She says when she arrived the
building was fully engulfed. Cole says the loss of all that memorabilia is devastating, including pictures of
past legion presidents, veterans, medals, war vintage, guns, army certificates. “They’re irreplaceable,” says
Cole. S few crosses in a back shed and a lawn mower were salvaged by firefighters, but little else.
The building had a large hall on one side, and a legion club room on the other. Cole says the loss of the
hall and music venue is significant, as it was important to people of all ages, explaining “It’s a big thing for
our community. The kids go down for Remembrance day and do the posters, and public speaking.. so it’s
sad.”
“Both sides had different meaning to it. It’s a history that will never be replaced unfortunately,” says
Cole, noting they regularly had musical jam sessions in the music hall, when not subject to pandemic
restrictions.
She says the legion’s executive will have to meet in the coming days and decide what to do next. The
legion owns the building and the baseball diamond beside it. At the moment, her hope is to rebuild the
legion, but says that will be discussed and voted on.
Legions across Canada have been hit hard by the pandemic, and the Hepworth Shallow Lake branch was
no exception. Cole says her Branch #586 now has about 80 members, which is a drop in numbers since the
pandemic began. She says, they used to have over 100, and hopes more young people will become members
in the future.
Meanwhile, Mayor Janice Jackson also went to the scene to Friday. She says, “It’s such a devastating
loss for the community. Not only the history of the legion and all of our wonderful veterans from South
Bruce Peninsula and all the memorabilia— there was so much memorabilia inside that building that is now
lost. But it was also the home to the music hall of fame and all of the memorabilia for that. It’s so
devastating to lose something like that in our community.”
Jackson adds, “We’re a very strong community and we’ll pull together and help them get back on their
feet and we’ll get through this.”
Anyone who would like to help the legion recover from its loss can reach Branch #586 President Karie
Cole at karezee93@hotmail.com
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Fire has destroyed the Royal Canadian Legion in Hepworth, Ont. on Friday, Jan. 21, 2022. (Viewer photo.)
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The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 586 in Hepworth, Ont. has been destroyed by an overnight fire.
Crews were called to the scene around 4 a.m. Friday to find the large building and hall engulfed in
flames.
The fire was largely out by daylight, but the legion has been destroyed, along with war medals and
memorabilia from local veterans.
The Hepworth legion was also home to the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame, and all of that memorabilia
has been destroyed as well.
No one was injured although the frigid temperatures made it a difficult situation for local volunteer
firefighters.
At its peak, 35 firefighters from across Bruce and Grey counties were on scene.
It’s unclear what sparked the blaze, but it is not believed to be suspicious.
Damage is estimated at $2 million.

Mayor Janice Jackson

I took this shot a few hours ago. A huge shout-out to our amazing firefighters and town staff.
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The legion in Hepworth has been completely destroyed by fire.
South Bruce Peninsula Fire Chief and Manager of Emergency
Services Tim Wilson says Grey Bruce OPP were the first to respond to the blaze on Legion Road at about
4 this morning. The legion is also the Hepworth Country Music Auditorium and houses the Bruce Grey
Music Hall of Fame.
Wilson says about 34 firefighters attended from the South Bruce Peninsula Fire Department,
Arran-Elderslie firefighters from the Tara department, and Inter Township firefighters from Georgian Bluffs.
Wilson says there were about 14 trucks on the scene, two of which were pickups, the rest were various fire
trucks. In the freezing temperatures, water couldn’t be drawn from ditches and Hepworth doesn’t have fire
hydrants, so Wilson says tankers filled up in Wiarton, Shallow Lake and Sauble Beach.
As of 12 p.m. Friday, Wilson says the blaze was mostly out, with some firefighters remaining on scene
to extinguish things that were still smoldering. The OPP are securing the scene. There were no injuries.
Wilson says Grey County and Bruce County paramedics were on scene to support firefighters, keeping them
warm and hydrated in the cold weather.
He estimates the damage to be around $2 million. “We had to tear down the front section for safety
reasons…and to get at some of the hot spots with an excavator. The front portion of the building has been
removed. The main roof of the building is collapsed upon itself inside. It is a total loss, but for the most part,

the shell remains,” says Wilson.
Grey Bruce OPP say in an email, the cause of the fire is not considered suspicious.
Legion President Karie Cole says, “It is very shocking news, very devastating. A sad, sad, day.” Cole
says she was called at 5 a.m. by a police officer who was at the scene. She says when she arrived the
building was fully engulfed. Cole says the loss of all that memorabilia is devastating, including pictures of
past legion presidents, veterans, medals, war vintage, guns, army certificates. “They’re irreplaceable,” says
Cole. S few crosses in a back shed and a lawn mower were salvaged by firefighters, but little else.
The building had a large hall on one side, and a legion club room on the other. Cole says the loss of the
hall and music venue is significant, as it was important to people of all ages, explaining “It’s a big thing for
our community. The kids go down for Remembrance day and do the posters, and public speaking.. so it’s
sad.”
“Both sides had different meaning to it. It’s a history that will never be replaced unfortunately,” says
Cole, noting they regularly had musical jam sessions in the music hall, when not subject to pandemic
restrictions.
She says the legion’s executive will have to meet in the coming days and decide what to do next. The
legion owns the building and the baseball diamond beside it. At the moment, her hope is to rebuild the
legion, but says that will be discussed and voted on.
Legions across Canada have been hit hard by the pandemic, and the Hepworth Shallow Lake branch was
no exception. Cole says her Branch #586 now has about 80 members, which is a drop in numbers since the
pandemic began. She says, they used to have over 100, and hopes more young people will become members
in the future.
Meanwhile, Mayor Janice Jackson also went to the scene to Friday. She says, “It’s such a devastating
loss for the community. Not only the history of the legion and all of our wonderful veterans from South
Bruce Peninsula and all the memorabilia— there was so much memorabilia inside that building that is now
lost. But it was also the home to the music hall of fame and all of the memorabilia for that. It’s so
devastating to lose something like that in our community.”
Jackson adds, “We’re a very strong community and we’ll pull together and help them get back on their
feet and we’ll get through this.”
Anyone who would like to help the legion recover from its loss can reach Branch #586 President Karie
Cole at karezee93@hotmail.com
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One of the Directors of the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame says
he is unsure what to do next following the Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion fire.
Director Bill Murdoch says the fire which occurred on Jan. 21 destroyed many of their treasured pieces
held in the building, including the fiddle belonging to Owen Sound’s Harry Parker.
“We had a lot of things in there and they are gone, they are gone it is not like we can save them or
anything like that. You are sort of at a loss for words and I guess it is over,” says Murdoch.
South Bruce Peninsula Fire Chief and Manager of Emergency Services Tim Wilson says Grey Bruce OPP
were the first to respond to the blaze on Legion Road at about 4 a.m. on Jan. 21.
As of 12 p.m. Friday, Wilson confirmed the blaze was mostly out, with some firefighters remaining on
scene to extinguish things that were still smoldering.
He estimates the damage to be around $2 million.
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“We had to tear down the front section for safety reasons…and to get at some of the hot spots with an
excavator. The front portion of the building has been removed. The main roof of the building is collapsed
upon itself inside. It is a total loss, but for the most part, the shell remains,” says Wilson.
Legion In Hepworth Completely Destroyed By Fire
“Even if we rebuild or something, the articles are all gone and we had a lot of stuff there,” says Murdoch.
Murdoch adds losing all of the unique items in the building was very disheartening.
Murdoch explains the Music Hall of Fame stood for about six years and was started by fellow Director
Arnie Clark and Murdoch who established the hall to recognize local musicians from a variety of genres.
“This big hall at Hepworth Legion seemed to be a great place to do it because it was for Bruce and Grey
and it sat right on the town line between Bruce and Grey,” says Murdoch.
Murdoch says each year for six years, they would have four to six people go into the hall of fame. A
committee comprised of the presidents of the Legion, Murdoch, Clark and others would discuss the
submissions and choose the individuals who would be admitted to the hall.
Murdoch says last year they were not able to admit anyone to the hall due to Covid, but there were plans
to gather for this year in the spring season to discuss who should be featured.
“I honestly don’t know what happens now I am afraid maybe it is over and even if there was a place you
could go and rebuild the Music Hall of Fame, your stuff is all gone you have to start again. So it is really
disheartening and it looks like maybe it is the end,” says Murdoch.
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The burned out remains of the Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion branch in Hepworth, Ontario, on Saturday,
January 22, 2022, a day after it was destroyed by fire. Photo by Rob Gowan /jpg, WI

With a daunting task to rebuild ahead of them, members of the Hepworth-Shallow Lake branch of the
Royal Canadian Legion have started a fundraiser to help them move forward following a fire last month.
A GoFundMe started on Wednesday by Branch 586 president Karie Cole had already raised more than
$3,500 towards a $50,000 goal.
Cole said on the Rebuilding Hepworth Shallow Lake Legion br 586 GoFundMe page that the branch had
insurance, but it will only go so far, so they were going to the community to pitch in to help.
“The legion has been a place of celebration for many, many years for our local families as they have
celebrated the milestones of their lives,” Cole wrote, adding that they have held numerous events from
bingos to concerts to receptions and dinners, and supported local schools and sports.
“Most Saturday afternoons you would find our club room filled with dancers of all ages enjoying
comradeship. We don’t want that to end and we are rebuilding as soon as possible.”
Legion past-president Bill Vanstone said Thursday afternoon that the executive met on Monday to

discuss the legion’s future. He said the executive decided to carry on and rebuild. To make that official, it
first has to go to the general membership for a vote, which will occur sometime next month. A date and time
has not been determined.
“We will just have to bide our time until then,” he said. “I am sure everything is going to be a go with
them too.”
The legion was completely destroyed in the blaze, which was called into emergency services just before
4 a.m. on Jan. 21. Firefighters from the South Bruce Peninsula, Arran-Elderslie and Inter Township
departments battled the blaze for hours in bitterly cold conditions, but by the time the fire was out the
building was just a tangled and gutted shell. The cause of the blaze remains undetermined but is not
considered suspicious. It was in the hands of insurance company investigators to determine any more.
Shortly after the fire, South Bruce Peninsula Fire Chief Tim Wilson estimated the loss at more than $2
million.
Vanstone said they have no idea yet on the replacement cost, or when rebuilding would commence, but
insurance would never cover the complete replacement of the building. They hope to build it back similar
to what it was with a large hall.
“That is how we survived was with bingo and the hall,” Vanstone said. “That was the main revenue for
that branch.”
In addition to the building and the legion’s lost photographs, medals and documents, the building also
contained the Bruce Grey Music Hall of Fame in the legion auditorium formerly known as the Hepworth
Country Music Auditorium.
Founded in 2015, the hall of fame included lit display cases containing the memorabilia of local musical
greats. While the site hasn’t been completely gone through, it too is believed to all have been lost in the fire.
“I doubt anything is going to be of value,” Vanstone. “I think pretty well everything is going to be gone.
There was a lot of heat in there with the fire.”
Firefighters did retrieve a couple of small ornamental steel cannon book ends that sat on a window ledge
in the legion.
Music hall of fame representatives have also expressed optimism that the hall may be resurrected.
Member Arnie Clark said Sunday that musicians had offered to perform benefit concerts and they had
received financial pledges. The family of Alfie Fromager, who was among the first inducted into the hall
and who died last March, has offered more of his memorabilia. Fromager’s 1959 practice guitar was in the
hall and is believed to be destroyed.
Vanstone said the community support shown since the fire has been amazing.
“It is really surprising the people who have been phoning,” he said. “People have really been good to us
and that is a good thing to see. A lot of that we didn’t expect.”

